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vernor's party, and had permitted his rooms to be engaged by them for the approaching repeal celebration, to the exclusion of the Committee and their friends of more orthodox principles. The excluded patriots, now purchased a house at the corner of Broadway and the Bowery road,* which they christened Hampden Hall, and which was occupied by Henry Bicker. At this house, on the 19th March, they called their meeting for the celebration of the day. The call was answered by the assembling of a numerous body of the citizens, who had been active in the proceedings of the 16th December. Forty-five toasts were drank. The following are part of the toasts:
15th. The Liberty of the Press.
16th. John Wilkes, for his noble struggles in the cause of Liberty.
17th. Capt. Alexander McDougall, who has nobly stood forth in its defence.
And after dinner the company formed in procession, and proceeded to the jail, where McDougall was confined; saluted him wiHi forty-five cheers; and then marching through the city and back to the Liberty Pole, they quietly dispersed.
A part of the troops stationed in the barracks were ordered for embarkation, and they resolved to signalize their departure by another attack on the Liberty Pole, and even swore they would carry with them a part of it, as a trophy of their victory.f On the 29th March, fifteen of these, in the dead of the night, marched to the spot, and finding the lower mast too strongly fortified, they attempted to unship the topmast. In this they were discovered by a few of the citizens who were accidentally passing the common. The soldiers, alarmed, retreated to the baracks. The citizens who had remained | were joined by fifteen or twenty others; and as they surrounded the pole, the soldiers who had received are-
* Supplement Holt's Journal, 1418. t Holt's paper.          J Idem.